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was put forward as a temporary anticipation of the
relief to be afforded by the promised reform of local
government, and the amount was equivalent to the
carriage-tax which, with other license duties, was to
be handed over to the local authorities, after the
passing of the proposed measure. Lord Randolph
Churchill and various Liberal speakers severely criti-
cized this proposal as benefiting only the rural rate-
payers, as a continuance of the discredited system of
doles, and as weakening the power of the Government
to establish a popular system of local government;
but Mr, Goschen's reference to the character of the
Local Government Bill which Mr. Ritchie had in pre-
paration caused them to waive their opposition ; and
the financial proposals were agreed to with little fur-
ther serious discussion, the attention of the House
of Commons being largely occupied by Ireland and
the passing of the Peace Preservation Act.

This budget was, like its successors, remarkable not
so much for the magnitude of the changes effected, as
for the ingenuity it displayed in distributing benefits
and burdens.

Mr. Goschen concluded by mentioning the great
tasks which, in his opinion, required attention; the
reform of the death duties and stamp duties, the con-
dition of the currency and the coinage, the examina-
tion of the whole question of local taxation, and,
finally, the "analysis of the proportions in which
different parts and classes of the Empire contribute
to Imperial taxation, and the consideration whether
these proportions are just." How far he was to carry
out such tasks as these will be seen as we proceed with
the survey of his subsequent budgets.